Research Paper Rubric

Foundations (20pts)

Historical Questioning (5pts)

Excellent (5-4 pts)

Average (3-2 pts)

Poor (1-0 pts)

Submitted assignment followed instructions for minimum
number of questions requested or more. Historical questions
contained a level of scholarly thinking and questioning that
rendered them immediately usable for research.

Submitted assignment followed instructions
for minimum number of questions requested.
Historical questions may lack scholarly
emphasis in a way that requires significant
future editing and/or work before the student
can make one of them usable for a research
project.

Submitted assignment did not follow
provided instructions. AND/OR Work
was not submitted.

Secondary Sources (10pts)

Excellent (10-7 pts)

Average (6-4 pts)

Poor (3-0 pts)

Submitted assignment followed instructions for minimum
number of sources requested or more.

Source commentary addresses all prompts and provides
examples from the source when appropriate.

Submitted assignment followed instructions
for minimum number of sources requested.

Commentary with sources make an attempt to
answer provided prompts, but does so
incompletely or with extreme vagueness.

Submitted assignment did not follow
provided instructions. AND/OR Work
was not submitted.

Submission may include a list of
sources, but no commentary or attempt
to discuss questions asked.

Primary Sources (5pts)

Excellent (5-4 pts)

Average (3-2 pts)

Poor (1-0 pts)

Submitted assignment followed instructions for minimum
number of sources requested or more.

Source commentary addresses all prompts and provides
examples from the source when appropriate.

Submitted assignment followed instructions
for minimum number of sources requested.

Commentary with sources make an attempt to
answer provided prompts, but does so
incompletely or with extreme vagueness.

Submitted assignment did not follow
provided instructions. AND/OR Work
was not submitted.

Submission may include a list of
sources, but no commentary or attempt
to discuss questions asked.




Peer Review (optional rewarded to other areas - 5pts)

Excellent (5-4 pts)

Average (3-2 pts)

Poor (1-0 pts)

Submitted paragraph met the criteria requested.

sufficient and helpful feedback.

Peer review was completed in the timeframe required and included

Submitted paragraph was obviously incomplete
(ex: extremely short, lacked citations, etc.).

AND/OR
Initial paragraph submitted but peer review not

complete, or completed in a manner that was not
helpful or satisfactory.

Submitted assignment did not
follow provided instructions.
AND/OR Work was not submitted.

Paper (80pts)

Introduction

10-8pts

7-5pts

4-Opts

Introduction provides correct, specific historical context
for the period prior to the topic at hand.

Introduction provides a clear thesis statement (does not
have to be a single sentence) that lays out strong
arguments for the essay.

Introduction attempts to provide historical context for the
overall essay. Context may contain significant errors in
some parts.

Introduction attempts to provide a thesis, but that thesis
is entirely vague, or provides categories of analysis,
rather than arguments.

Introduction either does not attempt to
provide historical context, or fails to do so
correctly.

Introduction either does not provide a
thesis statement, or fails to do so
correctly.




Body (x3)

20-17pts

16-13pts

12-10pts

9-Opts

Body paragraph provides a clear
topic sentence that introduces the
argument for the paragraph.

Paragraph uses substantial primary
and secondary source evidence to
support the claim made in the topic
sentence. This evidence is supported
by the author’s own correct analysis
of that evidence.

Body paragraph provides a clear
topic sentence that introduces the
argument for the paragraph.

Paragraph uses primary and
secondary source evidence to support
the claim made in the topic sentence.
The author may attempt to support
the evidence with their own analysis,
but that support is vague or
inconsistent.

Body paragraph includes a topic
sentence that alludes to the content of
the paragraph, but the topic sentence
does not present an argument. Rather,
it may introduce a category of analysis
or state something the author will
discuss.

Paragraph uses minimal primary
and/or secondary source evidence to
support the claim made in the topic
sentence. The author does not make
substantial attempts to add their own
analysis to the evidence provided.

Body paragraph does not indicate a
clear topic of discussion at the onset
or provide any form of topic
sentence to organize the author’s
thoughts at the start of the
paragraph.

Argument is not sufficiently
supported by primary and/or
secondary evidence.

Conclusion

5-4pts

3-2pts

1-Opts

Conclusion clearly restates the arguments from the thesis.
Conclusion offers unigque perspectives on how the arguments
from the essay relate to modern issues in the United States.

Conclusion restates the arguments from the thesis,
but arguments may be confused or muddled.
Conclusion does not offer unique perspectives
concerning how the arguments from the essay
relate to modern issues in the United States.

Essay does not contain a conclusion, or
fails to restate the arguments.

Formatting

5-4pts

3-2pts

1-Opts

Essay follows ALL formatting guidelines correctly and uses
the same citation style correctly throughout.

Essay follows most formatting guidelines correctly
and uses the same citation style throughout with few
or minor errors.

Essay does not follow the formatting
guidelines and/or contains egregious
errors in citations.




