
Paragraph Peer Review 
Introduction  

Now that you have all the major components of your research, it’s time to start writing! In your 

paper, you’ll have a thesis in the introduction that draws all of your major arguments together. 

Generally, this is what the outline of your paper will look like: 

Introduction: Historical Context & Thesis 

Body Paragraphs:  

Argument 1 + Evidence & Analysis 

Argument 2 + Evidence & Analysis 

Argument 3 + Evidence & Analysis 

Conclusion: Reinforce Thesis & Modern Connections 

 

For the purposes of this activity, we’re going to focus on just one of those body paragraphs with 

its evidence and analysis. Choose the argument and evidence that you think could use the most 

peer review, and write that out. Make sure to provide correct citations so your peer reviewer can 

take a look at those too. 

 

  



Paragraph Instructions  

1. Type the body paragraph of your choice exactly as you would in your final paper. Please 

only choose one. 

2. Make sure your citations are correct. 

3. Turn in your paragraph for peer review. 

 

Peer Review Instructions  

When you are assigned a paragraph to peer review, consider the following things: 

• Does the paragraph have a strong topic sentence as the first sentence? Does it 

immediately tell you what the argument is? If not, how can it be clearer? 

• Is their argument a strong one? Does it appear that they have cited evidence from 

throughout their book? What kind of evidence are they using? Do the pieces of evidence 

they're using actually support the argument they've made? 

• Is there analysis in addition to the evidence, or is it just a string of quotes? In essence, 

what would make their argument stronger? 

Also remember to use kind language in your peer review. You’re reviewing the material, not the 

person. 

Keep in mind that you are critiquing the writing, not the person. 

Instead of: Try: 

"Your argument doesn't make sense..." "The argument isn't clear..." 

"Your grammar isn't good, you should use 

Grammarly." 

"The grammar in some parts needs double-

checking, see _____" 

"Your evidence is too weak for this argument." 
"This argument needs more evidence to be 

credible." 

 

  



Rubric 

Excellent (5-4 pts) Average (3-2 pts) Poor (1-0 pts) 

Submitted paragraph met the 

criteria requested. 

 

Peer review was completed in 

the timeframe required and 

included sufficient and 

helpful feedback.   

Submitted paragraph was 

obviously incomplete (ex: 

extremely short, lacked 

citations, etc.). 

 

AND/OR 

 

Initial paragraph submitted 

but peer review not complete, 

or completed in a manner that 

was not helpful or 

satisfactory. 

  

Submitted assignment did not 

follow provided instructions. 

AND/OR Work was not 

submitted. 

 

 

 


