
Primary Sources 
Introduction  

Once we understand what scholars are talking about with our research topic, it’s time to start 

diving into primary sources. Remember that a primary source is any source that was created as 

a result of the event we’re researching. This doesn’t necessarily mean the source has to be old – 

it just means that the source needs to be attached to that original event.  

For example, Japanese American Internment happened in the 1940s. The movement for redress 

or reparations started in the 1970s, and that movement didn’t succeed until the end of the 1980s. 

Documents from people taking part in this process from each of these decades would be 

considered primary sources. However, documents from scholars that are analyzing that process 

from an outside perspective would be secondary sources. 

In this activity, you’ll search JSTOR for primary source documents on your topic. Don’t forget to 

use our Boolean search function to narrow down for best results. Also keep in mind that the 

words we use today to describe things aren’t always the words used in the decades we’re 

researching. If you’re not coming up with results, you may need to Google to find the word(s) 

you need to search instead – this is part of the research process! 

Here’s an example of how this works in JSTOR: 

 

If we want to search for primary sources on the JACL involvement in the redress movement, 

we’ll get results that include a serial (newspaper) that regularly discusses redress.   



Instructions  

Your paper will require a minimum of 5 primary sources in the bibliography. For this 

assignment, you will need to use at least 3 of those 5 primary sources.  

1. Identify and read the primary sources in JSTOR that you think are most helpful to your 

research first. 

2. Craft a bibliographical entry (citation) with a paragraph underneath that answers the 

following questions: 

a. What did you learn from the source? (this is not a summary) 

b. What scholarly/historical questions did the source lead you to ask? 

c. How does this primary source either reinforce or contradict what you thought you 

already knew? 

3. Arrange your bibliographic entries in alphabetical order. If there are multiple of the same 

publication, put them in chronological order. 

 

You are answering direct questions in this exercise. It is okay to use the first person (“I 

learned….) as long as your language is generally academic and grammatically correct.  

 

Example (APA): 

Asian Family Affair. (1980). Asian Family Affair, 9(2). 

https://jstor.org/stable/community.34176803.  

 

I found it really interesting in this source that the very first page was debating a lot of the same 

things when it comes to education and education funding that we’re still debating today. To the 

point of the article on redress, I learned that there was still a lot of conflict among the Japanese 

American community when it came to this movement as late as 1980. The author of the article 

was calling out the 5 Japanese American congressmembers who sponsored one of the bills that 

was up for a vote at that point and said that none of them did anything to address the actual 

redress situation. The author was really harsh in calling them out and saying they essentially 

wasted taxpayer money on fact-finding for facts everyone already knew.  

This led me to wonder/ask at what point compromise is made? Or in other way, do the people in 

the JACL assume that the congress people are making compromises on redress or do they know 

that? And at what point do the have to stop being so hostile to get something versus nothing in 

Washington? 

This primary source reinforces that I knew things took a while to get done in government, but I 

didn’t think things within the movement would be this hostile. After all, the JACL needs these 

people in Washington (to some extent) to help them.  

https://jstor.org/stable/community.34176803


Rubric  

Excellent (5-4 pts) Average (3-2 pts) Poor (1-0 pts) 

Submitted assignment 

followed instructions for 

minimum number of sources 

requested or more. 

 

Source commentary 

addresses all prompts and 

provides examples from the 

source when appropriate.   

Submitted assignment 

followed instructions for the 

minimum number of sources 

requested.  

 

Commentary with sources 

make an attempt to answer 

provided prompts but does so 

incompletely or with extreme 

vagueness. 

  

Submitted assignment did not 

follow provided instructions. 

AND/OR Work was not 

submitted. 

 

Submission may include a list 

of sources, but no 

commentary or attempt to 

discuss questions asked. 

 


