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About Me

● High School Teacher
● Poet
● Engagement and Curriculum 

Fellow

brittany.marshall@ithaka.org
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Agenda

● Diving into the Collection

★ Contents of the Newspapers
★ Entry Points

● Student/Instructor Engagement with the Collection

● Future Resources

● Q&A



Guiding Questions

● What can instructors do with these newspapers? 

● How do the newspapers fit/enhance my own scholarly 
interests?

● How do I present the newspapers to students? 

● What can students do with these newspapers? 



Contents of the Newspapers
What’s in them? 



Minnesota Correctional 
Facility-Lino Lakes

Crochet from 
Lino Ledger 
(Oct. 2016)
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Minnesota Correctional 
Facility-Lino Lakes

Beadwork from 
Lino Ledger 
(Oct. 2016)
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Reception and Medical Center 
in Lake Butler, Florida

Poem from 
Butler Beacon 
(Mar. 1974)

8



Women’s Community 
Correctional Center in Kailua, 
Hawai’i

Poem from 
Hulihia 
(Oct. 2007)
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United States Southwestern 
Reformatory in El Reno, 
Oklahoma

Drawing from 
The Outlook 
(May 1935)
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Women’s Community 
Correctional Facility in Kailua, 
Hawai’i

Drawing from 
Wahine Times 
(Jan. 1986)
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Washington Correctional 
Institute in Angie, Louisiana

Crossword from 
Chainlink Chronicle 
(Feb. 2001)
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Kentucky State Penitentiary in 
Eddyville, Kentucky

Joke from 
Castle on the 
Cumberland  
(Oct. 1961)
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Arizona State Prison in 
Florence, Arizona

Joke from 
Desert Press  
(Aug. 1933)
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Hawai’i Women’s Correctional 
Facility in Kailua, Hawai’i

Class Schedule 
from Wahine 
Times 
(Nov. 1985)
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Washington Correctional 
Institute in Angie, Louisiana

Commissary 
Prices from 
Chainlink 
Chronicle (Feb. 
2001)
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Kentucky State Penitentiary in 
Eddyville, Kentucky

Statistics from 
Castle on the 
Cumberland  
(Oct. 1961)
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Kentucky State Penitentiary in 
Eddyville, Kentucky

Praising Food 
from Castle on 
the Cumberland 
(Dec. 1961)
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United States Southwestern 
Reformatory in El Reno, 
Oklahoma

Mother’s Day 
Card from 
The Outlook 
(May 1935)
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Hawai’i Women’s Correctional 
Facility in Kailua, Hawai’i

Letter From the 
Editor - in the 
spirit of the New 
Year from 
Wahine Times 
(Nov. 1985)
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Angola/Louisiana State 
Penitentiary in Angola, 
Louisiana

Advertisement 
from Angola 
Prison Rodeo 
(2014)
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Using Hip Hop Music and 
Poetry as Entry Points  



What's free?
Free is when nobody else could tell us what to be
Free is when the TV ain't controllin' what we see … 

Made a few mistakes but this ain't where I wanna be  
… Locked me in a cell for all them nights and I won't 
snap, uh … Tryna fix the system and the way that they 
designed it

I think they want me silenced (Shush)
Oh, say you can see, I don't feel like I'm free

Locked down in my cell, shackled from ankle to feet
Judge bangin' that gavel, turned me to slave from a 
king

Entry Point 1
1. Hip Hop Music

● What’s Free - Meek 
Mill, Rick Ross, and 
Jay-Z 

● Meek Mill’s opinion 
piece | New York 
Times

https://genius.com/15931896/Meek-mill-whats-free/Whats-free-free-is-when-nobody-else-could-tell-us-what-to-be-free-is-when-the-tv-aint-controllin-what-we-see
https://genius.com/15931896/Meek-mill-whats-free/Whats-free-free-is-when-nobody-else-could-tell-us-what-to-be-free-is-when-the-tv-aint-controllin-what-we-see
https://genius.com/15931896/Meek-mill-whats-free/Whats-free-free-is-when-nobody-else-could-tell-us-what-to-be-free-is-when-the-tv-aint-controllin-what-we-see
https://genius.com/15922080/Meek-mill-whats-free/Made-a-few-mistakes-but-this-aint-where-i-wanna-be
https://genius.com/15908492/Meek-mill-whats-free/Locked-me-in-a-cell-for-all-them-nights-and-i-wont-snap-uh
https://genius.com/15908492/Meek-mill-whats-free/Locked-me-in-a-cell-for-all-them-nights-and-i-wont-snap-uh
https://genius.com/16365986/Meek-mill-whats-free/Tryna-fix-the-system-and-the-way-that-they-designed-it
https://genius.com/16365986/Meek-mill-whats-free/Tryna-fix-the-system-and-the-way-that-they-designed-it
https://genius.com/15907966/Meek-mill-whats-free/Oh-say-you-can-see-i-dont-feel-like-im-free
https://genius.com/15915233/Meek-mill-whats-free/Judge-bangin-that-gavel-turned-me-to-slave-from-a-king
https://genius.com/15915233/Meek-mill-whats-free/Judge-bangin-that-gavel-turned-me-to-slave-from-a-king
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/26/opinion/meek-mill-criminal-justice-reform.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/26/opinion/meek-mill-criminal-justice-reform.html


But a bird that stalks/down his narrow cage/can 

seldom see through/his bars of rage/his wings 

are clipped and/his feet are tied … for the caged 

bird/sings of freedom. 

Entry Point 2
Poetry

● Caged Bird by Maya 
Angelou 

● TEDx San Quentin 
(response poem) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=515v2pCwA_8


Student
+

Instructor 
Engagement 



Let’s browse/explore right now! 



Instructional Guides with Context

Teaching LGBTQ+ History: Queer 
Women’s Experience in Prison

27

What Can Native American People in 
Prison Teach Us About Community 
and Art



Takeaways
1. Interdisciplinary

● Course Correlations: Education, History, Law, Sociology, 
Gender Studies, etc.

2. Independent Research
● Primary Sources
● JSTOR Database + Research Basics LibGuides

3. Exploration
● What do you notice? 
● What do you wonder? 

4. Analytical Writing + Critical Conversations

https://guides.jstor.org/researchbasics


Future Resources

1. Curated Reading Lists 
on JSTOR Daily

2. LibGuide
3. Instructional Videos 

via YouTube
4. Faculty 

Collaborations



Q&A 



Thank you!

Contact Info: 
brittany.marshall@ithaka.org
Curriculum and Engagement Fellow

mailto:brittany.marshall@ithaka.org

